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Memorandum of Understanding Between United Nationalities Federal Council And The Nippon
Foundation

Foreword

This Memorandum of Understanding is made between The Nippon Foundation (‘The

Foundation’) and the United Nationalities Federal Council (UNFC’) as a consequence of

understanding of the two parties, that, upon receiving prior permission by the Union of

Myanmar (‘The Union’), UNFC member groups and The Foundation may cooperate and carry

out together from a humanitarian perspective the required relief operations, including



emergency distribution of necessary daily commodities, to struggling citizens and returnees
residing in regions controlled by ethnic armed groups which are members of the United

Nationalities Federal Council (CUNFC’).

Background

Following the democratization that began in 2011 within Myanmar by The Union, struggling
citizens who had taken refuge in other regions of Myanmar and other countries began to show
signs of wishing to return to their own homes. UNFC urgently needs to create a safe and

peaceful environment for such citizens and returnees to live.

The Foundation has previously carried out relief operations in the fields of education and
medicine within Myanmar, wishing for there to be democratization and peace in that country

and so announced that it would like to give assistance from a humanitarian standpoint.

Chapter 1

Roles and responsibilities of the parties

Article 1. UNFC’s Roles and Responsibilities

Plans for relief operations, including for emergency relief supplies, are to be submitted to The
Greater Mekong Sub-region Agriculture and Education Development Center (GMSAED) under
Thai-Japan Education Development Foundation (TJEDF) and The Foundation prior to the fact,

and following approval by the Union such plans may be implemented.

e Submits reports as and when needed to The GMSAED and The Foundation on relief

operations that have been carried out.

e Transportation and movements of goods and staff necessary for the relief operations are
to be from Union-controlled regions to UNFC member group regions. Due to

geographical circumstances, however, there may also be transportation and movement



across the border of Thailand, India, China, Bangladesh and in such case, the details of
such transportation and movement are to be reported to The Union prior to the fact

and approval received.

e Should monitoring be carried out by The GMSAED or The Foundation of the relief
operations indicated in this Memorandum of Understanding, ensure that such monitoring
can be carried out safely and smoothly.

Article 2. The Nippon Foundation’s Roles and Responsibilities

With the permission of The Union, The Foundation is responsible for the purchasing of relief
supplies that UNFC request and the total monetary amount for such purchases shall be no more
than 3,000,000 USD (Three Million US Dollars).

Chapter 2 Effective Date

Article 1. Effective Date

This Memorandum of Understanding is effective from the date that the representative for all the
member groups of UNFC and the representative for The Nippon Foundation Yohei Sasakawa,
Chairman of The Nippon Foundation and Goodwill Ambassador for the Welfare of the National

Races in Myanmar, sign this document.

The 23rd of September, 2012 in Chiang Mac City, Kingdom of Thailand

On behalf of UNFC On behalf of The Nippon Foundation of Japan
Lt. Gen. N'ban La Awng Yohei Sasakawa
Chairman, UNFC Chairman, The Nippon Foundation

Goodwill Ambassador for the Welfare of the National Races in Myanmar



